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century, was again to be indulged in with all complacence. Many Conservatives were coming to the view that Mr* MacDonald should be given a " doctor's mandate/' Although it was the back bench Conservatives who wanted a tariff fight, the weight of opinion was generally against them.
It is necessary to realise the attitude of the Back Bench Conservative to see the break up of the Conservative Party in perspective.
An important body during the summer was the Empire Industries Association. By August, 1931, it had two hundred Conservative members of Parliament, and a strong tariff policy was winning over tliOvSe members whose want of imagination made them susceptible to their leader's noncommittal tactics.   Had Mr. Baldwin appealed for tariffs he would have had loyal support.   Thousands had been spent on propaganda and a tariff policy had appealed favourably to the north country* It must be remembered that the Empire Industries Association had carried the torch alone since 1923, although it was only in 1931 that the anxiety of the "party hacks" over the votes of their constituents had become allayed. The means to have lured Mr. Baldwin into an unsanctified alliance  with  Mr,  MacDonald and perhaps Sir Herbert Samuel, or to have bound him to a Conservative programme were present, but a rebel leader was as impossible to find as any other leader in public life, A resolution to strengthen Mr, Baldwin's policy and to make a formula that would have been unacceptable to Sir Herbert Samuel was actually quashed by a junior member of the Government,   The plausible half truths about the nation depending on a successful appeal to the country and the currency crashing were trumped up victoriously.   It was said that negotiations in the Cabinet wore hanging on a thread, which was only to be expected if the Liberals were discussing tariffs.   Suffice it to say that whatever powers there were, such as these, to have scotched the intentions of Mr. Baldwin, he easily frustrated them. The chief advantage derived from his combination of weakness and cunning,